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In Attendance:   

Committee: Mary Gutierrez, Nathan White, Glenn Niblock, Dr. Elizabeth Benchley, Phil 

Turner, Garrett Walton, & John Cheney 

Staff:  Colby Brown, Keith Wilkins, & Chips Kirschenfeld, Harry Gibson, Chris Curb 

Citizens: Jim Waite, Derrik Owens, Daniel Broxson, Barbara Albrecht 

 

 Welcome – Mary Gutierrez 

o Mary Gutierrez, Chair, called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m. 

 

 Verification of Meeting Advertisement – Ms. Gutierrez verified with staff that 

the meeting had been advertised and staff presented Proof of Publication dated 

4/11/15 in the Pensacola News Journal. 

 

 Approval of 03-17-15 Minutes - Ms. Gutierrez called for approval of the March 

17, 2015 minutes, John Cheney made a motion to approve, the motion was 

seconded by Dr. Benchley and carried unanimously.   

 

 City of Pensacola Drainage Study Findings 

 

o Derrik Owens, City Engineer, gave a brief summary of the Drainage Study 

Findings which were presented at the February 25th City Council Meeting. 

There are four studies posted on the City’s web site.  The City’s ultimate 

goal is to combine the North and South Basins into a living model. Mr. 

Owens stated that the City continues working out issues with the current 

Standards to obtain this goal.  The Storm Water Master Plan will be 

outdated in FY’16-’17. A complete City-Wide Master Plan update  

(separate from tying models together) is underway.  Deficiencies are being 

identified and sustainable recommendations are being reviewed. A 100 

Year Design Storm Standard passed recently, and is soon to be adopted 

from 25 Year to 100 Year Standards.  FEMA, FDOT, FDEP, have all 

requested the 100 Year Standards.  Grant funding is available when the 

100 Year Design Standards are used.  
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  Freeboard – City & County 

o Harry Gibson, Escambia County Floodplains Manager and Derrik Owens 
addressed questions regarding Freeboard standards for the City and 
County.  Derrik Owens stated that generally, it depends on the area; the 
City’s current A&E standard is three feet. 

 

 Baskerville Donovan, Inc. White Paper Update 
o Daniel Broxson reviewed White Paper Project Maps stating that 

prioritization of Capital Improvement Program projects are based on  
damage assessments, the ability to permit (and probability of permitting 
with cost considerations), and constructability to create a weighted score. 
This information will be posted on the SWAT page of the County web site. 
16 of the 47 basins in the south end of the County have been studied. 90% 
through needs assessment list is being prioritized. A draft will be available 
for review in June.  

o The committee raised questions for consideration related to archeology site 
identification and superfund sites. Mr. Broxson stated that BDI is primarily 
addressing flooding and that superfund sites would be viewed from more of 
a water quality perspective. Mary Gutierrez requested a draft be distributed 
and Colby Brown stated that it is still in the early stages as a working 
document.  Phil Turner requested that the distribution be made at least one 
week prior to the next SWAT meeting.  

 

 Low Impact Development (LID) 
o Garret Walton gave an overview of a prepared handout of Land 

Development Code recommendations the City and County should consider 
for LID techniques which is incentives based and aggressively moving 
forward. Mr. Walton stated that the proposed changes to the LDC and their 
storm water impacts need review (handout attached); and the State wants 
to be involved with funding.  Mr. Walton made a motion   that LID and LDC 
Review for Stormwater Issues be presented to the BCC, Mr. Turner 
seconded the motion, and the motion passed with Ms. Gutierrez 
abstaining. 

o Colby Brown commented that, under the direction of Joy Blackmon, Public 
Works Director, staff is moving forward with the creation of a Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) saying that LID is a high priority for Public 
Works.  The TAC will be comprised of community professionals to make 
recommendations to the Planning Board for future changes to the LDC.  
Specifically addressing issues related to the Design Standards Manual. 
The Storm water aspect will be addressed in LDC updates. The TAC 
Selection Process will be brought before the BCC and will include 
Professional Engineers, Builders, Developers, Professional Environmental 
Scientists, etc. 

o Chips Kirschenfeld added that a 319 Grant from the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection Agency grant proposal was submitted last week 
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for our region. If accepted for funding, the grant will provide funding to 
develop Low Impact Development Manuals for the City of Pensacola and 
Escambia County.  The grant funds would also be used to conduct four 
workshops (expected in October 2015) for architects, engineers, and land 
use planners to discuss LID principles and how they can be incentivized in 
the local area.  

 

 April 16th BCC Meeting SWAT Representation Ratification 
o Phil Turner was not able to represent the SWAT at the April 16th BCC 

meeting (2nd Public Hearing). Nathan White made a motion to ratify Mary 
Gutierrez, SWAT Chair, speaking on behalf of the SWAT regarding the 100 
Year Storm Water Design Standards. The motion was seconded by Phil 
Turner, and passed unanimously. 

 

 Approval of Mary Gutierrez, SWAT Chair, Speaking Engagement at 2015 
Environmental Symposium on Monday, April 27, 2015 at the UWF 
Commons 
o John Cheney made a motion to approve Mary Gutierrez’ speaking 

engagement as a representative on behalf of the SWAT at the Bay Area 
Resource Council’s 2015 Environmental Symposium. Nathan White 
seconded, and all were in favor. 

 

 Approval of Mary Gutierrez, SWAT Chair, Speaking Engagement at the Gulf 
Coast Diplomacy Council, May 12, 2015 
o  Nathan White made a motion to approve Mary Gutierrez’ speaking 

engagement as a representative on behalf of the SWAT at the Gulf Coast 
Diplomacy Council meeting on May 12, 2015. Phil Turner seconded, and 
the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Public Comments 
o Christian Wagley commented on watershed level aspects and protecting 

our streams and waterways. He impressed upon the SWAT the importance 
of developing community parks in higher density suburban area 
developments to help maintain watershed levels. 

 

 Old Business 
o Phil Turner gave an update on the March 19th BCC meeting stating that this 

was a precursor to the BCC meeting regarding the Planning Board’s 
recommendation to stay with a 25 Year Storm Water Design Standard. 
 

 Other Items for Consideration 
o Review White Paper (Send to SWAT Members prior to next meeting.) 

 

  Adjourn 
o Mary Gutierrez made a motion to adjourn; Phil Turner seconded and the 

meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
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