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Upper GI Bleed Lower GI Bleed Gynecological 

Hx of peptic ulcer 
disease; can cause 
massive hemorrhage 

May be occult or bright red; a 
common cause of orthostatic 
hypotension and undetected 
anemia 

Think etopic!!  If patient still 
having menses; diagnosis 
includes: 

1. Lower abdominal pain 
2. Hypotension 
3. Shoulder pain 
4. Vaginal bleed +/- 
5. syncope 

Common causes associated with the different types of presenting pain 

Esophageal Varices 
(Hx of cirrhosis, 
hepatitus 

Diverticulitis Ectopic Pregnancy 

Peptic Ulcer Disease Hemmorhoids Pelvic Inflammatory Disease / 
STD’s 

Aspirin, NSAIDS Cancer Ovarian Cyst 

Alcohol Inflammatory Bowel Disease Kidney / Urinary Tract Infection 

Ingestion of caustic 
substances 

Chronic Diarrhea, overuse of 
laxatives Endometriosis 
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Back Pain Colicky Pain Peritoneal Pain Vomiting 

Every pain 
presenting with 
new onset back 
pain (>60 yrs.) 
should have an 
abdominal exam 
R/O AAA 

 

Spasmotic - usually 
results from smooth 
muscle contracting 
against obstruction of 
hollow organ 
 

Rigid board-like 
abdomen, resulting 
from infection or long 
standing rupture 
 

Non-specific 
syndrome, can be 
caused by a wide 
variety of underlying 
problems some of 
which are serious 

 

Common causes associated with the different types of presenting pain 
 

Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysm 

 
Bowel Obstruction Ruptured Appendix Infection of GI Tract 

Cholelithasis Renal Obstruction 
“Kidney Stones” 

 
Ruptured Ovarian 
Cyst Ulcers 

Pancreatitis Gallbladder 
Obstruction 

 
Pelvic Inflammatory 
Disease (PID) Toxic Ingestions 

Perforated Ulcer Ulcerative Colitis Perforated Ulcer Bowel Obstruction 

 
Crohn's Disease Peritonitis Advanced 

Stones of the 
Gallbladder or 
Kidney 


