
Breaking the Myths and 
Stereotypes About Poverty 

in Escambia County – In 
Black and White … 

Communities 

Selected Socio-Economic Data 
Escambia County, Florida 

that Provides Clarity about 

 
“Why We Need RESTORE for Social 

Infrastructure Projects?” 



Puzzle Piece # 1 

Population by Race Chart of Population 



Puzzle Piece # 2 

Black & White Totals Chart of Totals 



Puzzle Piece # 3 – Myths Vs. Reality 
Myth: 29.5 % of all Blacks Families 

vs. 8.10% of Whites in Poverty means 
there are far more Blacks in Poverty 

Reality: There are 4439 Black Families 
and 4106 Whites Families in Poverty 

based upon those percentages 



Puzzle Piece # 4 – Myths Vs. Reality 
Myth: 21.9 % of all Black People  vs. 

4.3% of Whites People  in Poverty 
means there are far more Blacks 

People in Poverty 

Reality: There are slightly more White 
People in Poverty than Black People in 

Poverty – 21,245 White people vs. 
21,107 Black People in poverty 



Puzzle Piece # 5 – Myths Vs. Reality 
Myth: Every one is doing 

about the same and all 
families are having a hard 

time making ends meet 

Reality: The Median Family Income 
for a Black family is $28, 874 which 

doesn’t pay many bills. This less than 
half of the Median Family Income for 

Whites at $60, 350. 



Puzzle Piece # 6 – Myths Vs. Reality 
Myth: 21.2 % of all Black Dropout  vs. 
10.1% of Whites  Drop-out of school 
before getting a high school diploma, 
GED or alternative education means 

there are far more uneducated Blacks 

Reality: There are far more Whites 
don’t have a high school education 
than Blacks in Escambia County – 

13,901White vs. 8, 235 Blacks 



Puzzle Piece # 7 – Myths Vs. Reality 
Myth: 27.4 % of all Blacks Families 
vs. 7.4% of Whites in receive food 

stamps and welfare means there are 
far more Blacks on Welfare 

Reality: There are almost equal amounts of 
Black and White Families receiving Food 

Stamps and Public assistance.  6,116 Black 
Families and 5,952Whites Families in 
Poverty based upon those percentages 



Puzzle Piece # 8 – Myths Vs. Reality 



All People arrested and booked  on Friday 5/17 and Sat. 5/18 until 10:00pm    
20 Blacks – 21 Whites (one white male mug shot not available ) 

Retrieved @ 10:00 Saturday 5/18/2013 from Escambia County Sherriff 
Website Jail View   

Source:  http://www2.escambiaso.com/SmartWebClient/jail.aspx  



The “Upside of Florida”? -Other 
Critical Socio-Economic Data 

More than 22,000 Blacks and 57,000 Whites had no earnings 
(verifiable income) in 2012 
 
Unemployment of Working Age Population (Ages 16 to 64) (As a 
Percent of 16-64 Civilian Labor Force) was 22.4% of Blacks and 
9.9% of Whites 
 
In 2012 Total Property Stolen = $ 20,917,953 Total Recovered = 
$ 5,626,423 

 
Escambia County was ranked #1 in crime in the State … # 2 
Miami-Dade 

 
Escambia, FL is ranked #7 with the Population in Poverty 
Percentage of 19.4%. 
 
Escambia, FL is ranked #4 with the Family in Poverty 
Percentage of 14.5% 

 
 



Lost R.O.I – The Cost of Poverty 
Community Resources – Citizens in poverty must rely on community 
resources to get by on a frequent basis.  
The Economy and Buying Power – Citizens in poverty only have money to 
spend on absolute essential goods and commodities to get by on a daily basis 
because they are only making minimum wage or less.  
Education –  Children in poverty can have an impact from the entire school 
district all the way down to the classroom.   
Health Care – While the issue of the growing number of medically 
uninsured in the community has a much broader impact than just on those 
in poverty, healthcare for everyone is impacted by poverty in our 
community.  
Neighborhoods – The Escambia/Pensacola prides itself on having great 
neighborhoods, yet not every neighborhood is great because citizens living 
in poverty do not have the resources to be sure their homes are repaired 
and yards are maintained.  
Image – The image that is reflected when our community is described in the 
media as being “One of the Poorest Counties” or “Worst Crime” in the 
State of Florida impacts everyone. And especially our desire to recruit 
companies into the area … putting lipstick on a pig doesn’t work! 
 

 



Transformational Change 
Vehicles 

SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS  
PROVIDES A PATH TO INCREASED R.O.I. 

Crime Education Poverty Health 
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