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11/02/23        RECREATIONAL VEHICLE - LAND USE CERTIFICATE editor: CGM 

Recreational Vehicle as Living Quarters - Planning Land Use Certificate 
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Owner/Applicant: Date: 

Email: Phone #: 

Property Address: 

Property Reference #: ___ ___ - ___ ___ - ___ ___ - ____ ____ ____ ____ - ____ ____ ____ - ____ ____ ____ 
Property Reference # can be obtained from the Property Appraiser’s Office at 434-2735 or at www.escpa.org 

Escambia County Land Development Code - Sec. 4-7.10 Recreational vehicles. 
(2) Living Quarters. The use of a RV as living quarters for more than 14 days in any calendar year is prohibited
outside of duly licensed campgrounds, RV parks, or mobile home parks, except as specifically authorized herein.
Use of a RV as living quarters for any period requires authorization of the landowner and compliance with all Land
Development Code provisions applicable to the following RV use requested:

___ Short-term use 
(No more than 14 days) 

___ Use within District 5 ___ Use during dwelling construction 

STANDARDS FOR USE: Authorization of Recreational Vehicle as living quarters as outlined by Escambia County 
Ordinance 2020-32 to provide housing outside of duly licensed campgrounds, RV parks, or mobile home parks on a 
lot of record parcel.  RV placement shall comply with dwelling structure setbacks to the extent practical as required by 
zoning district. There shall be no structural additions to the RV, nor permitting of accessory structures on the parcel.  

SITE PLAN REQUIRED: Owner/applicant bears all responsibility for the drawings and accuracies of the site plan and 
agrees that the RV will not encroach into a public/private easement or wetland and will adhere to all requirements as 
outlined in Sec 4-7.10 of the Escambia County Land Development Code.  
Failure to adhere to all requirements shall result in Code Enforcement action from Escambia County. 
By signing below, responsibility is assumed by the owner/applicant. 
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Lot of Record: 
(    )Yes   (    )No Zoning: ______ FLU: ______ 

Short Term Use ONLY:  
_________ Start Date   through   _________ End Date 

Flood Zone: ______        Stop here if other than X! Hurricane Evac Zone: _______   Stop here if A, B, or C! 

Airfield Influence Plan. District:    (    )Yes   (    )No Waste Management: (    )Sewer    (   )Septic 

AIPD1: (    )      
APZ1 Restriction(s): ______________________ 

CRA Overlay District:    (    )Yes   (    )No 
Barrancas   (    )      Brownsville   (    )   Englewood (    )    
Palafox       (    )      Scenic Hwy   (    )   Warrington (    ) 
Other           (    ) 

AIPD2: (    )  
APZ2 Restriction(s): ______________________ 

Setbacks: Front: _____  Rear: _____  Left: _____  Right: _____ 

STAFF NOTES: 

Land Use Approval By: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________ 

For Office Use Only 
PLU#:  _____________________

Fee:  _$__________ 
(fee includes $5 technical fee)

http://www.escpa.org/


 

 

Sec. 4-7.10 - Recreational vehicles. 
a. Short-term use. In any zoning district, short-term use (no more than 14 days in any calendar year) of a single RV 

as living quarters outside of a duly licensed campground, RV park, or mobile home park may be authorized on a 
parcel by a land use certificate, provided the RV complies with the use standards of this section and remains fully 
licensed and ready for highway use. Such readiness requires that the RV be on wheels or a jacking system, be 
attached to the site only by quick-disconnect type utilities and security devices, and have no permanent attachments 
such as additions, rooms, stairs, decks or porches. 

b. Use within District 5. For any parcel within the established limits of BCC commissioner District 5, RV use as living 
quarters for more than 14 days in a calendar year may be authorized on the parcel by a land use certificate, provided 
the parcel and RV placement comply with the following conditions in addition to the RV use standards of this section: 
1. Manufactured home permitted. The zoning of the parcel specifically includes individual manufactured (mobile) 

homes among the permitted residential uses of the district. 
2. Not in platted subdivision. The parcel is not a lot or other parcel of a platted subdivision. 
3. A lot of record. The parcel is a lot of record as defined in chapter 6. 
4. Only RV on parcel. The RV is the only RV occupied as living quarters on the parcel. 
5. Only RV use of owner. The RV is the only RV occupied as living quarters on any contiguous parcels (those 

sharing any boundary point in common) owned in whole or part by the same landowner of record. 
6. Not in hazard areas. The RV is not placed within a FEMA designated special flood hazard area, a state 

designated coastal high-hazard area, or a county designated evacuation zone A, B, or C. 
c. Use during dwelling construction. For any parcel where a building permit has been issued for the construction of a 

single-family dwelling as the principal structure on the parcel, the use of a single RV as temporary living quarters may 
be authorized on the parcel by a land use certificate, but only for use while the permit is valid and the dwelling is 
under construction. RV placement shall comply with accessory structure setbacks to the extent practical. After a 
certificate of occupancy is issued for the new dwelling or other conclusion of the permit, the RV use is no longer 
authorized. Any subsequent use or storage of the RV on the parcel is subject to the applicable provisions of this 
section and may require reauthorization, relocation, or disconnection of utility services. 

d. Use for disaster recovery. If a natural or man-made disaster requires temporary housing to facilitate repair or 
replacement of a damaged structure, a RV may be allowed to provide the disaster recovery housing as authorized 
conditionally by the temporary uses and structures section of article [Sec. 4-7.13]. **Applicable ONLY with approval 
of a Disaster Recovery Housing – Planning Land Use Permit** 

e. Standards for use. Authorization of RV use as living quarters on a parcel outside of a duly licensed campground, RV 
park, or mobile home park does not authorize any structural additions to the RV or any accessory structures on the 
parcel. Additionally, the RV use shall comply with the following standards: 

1. Authorization. Any individual authorization (e.g., land use certificate) of RV use on the parcel is 
maintained on the parcel to be available on request by county code enforcement officers.  

2. Setbacks. The RV placement complies with the parcel boundary setbacks applicable to a principal 
structure on the parcel, except as may be authorized for disaster recovery or use during dwelling 
construction.  

3. Utilities. If the RV requires the installation of site utilities, they are obtained through applicable land use 
approval and building permits (e.g., electrical, plumbing).  

4. Site preparation. If the RV site requires land clearing or driveway connection, applicable permits for the 
activities (e.g. land disturbance, tree removal, driveway construction) are obtained. For tree removal, RVs 
are not separately eligible for any protected tree exemptions available to single-family dwellings.  

5. Waste. All sewage and other liquid waste from the RV are discharged directly into a sewage treatment 
and disposal system or other manner of collection and disposal specified and approved for such waste by 
the Florida Department of Health. All solid waste is contained and disposed of in compliance with county 
ordinances. 
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