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Specialdistrictsare verysimilartocountiesormunicipalities. \em ESCGmbICI COUI‘“’Y
In fact, they are more alike than different. Generally, g (Y want to create a
Florida's laws freat them the same. The difference is their { UR\“ .
purpose. Countfies and municipalities exist to provide SpeCIGI dependent
a wide range of general-purpose governmental services. On the disfricf?
other hand, special districts are created to provide specialized
governmental services. A special district has limited, explicit authority
-not impligd gu’rhori’ry— thatis speciﬁgq inits chor’rgrqnd / orthe Iows Escambia has been managed for
under which it operates. Counties, cities, school disfricts, community TS county by private companies. In
colleges, MSBU or boards providing electrical services can't be a BT b AT i s e RVt INC F Ry Sreote
special district. A special district can be dependent orindependent. EETeIN BT M T TR ke i A gt

the most efficient and cost effective

Previously, mass transit service in

Specifically, a special district: service. Currently, ECAT employees
are temporarily county employees
* Is aunit of local government created for a special purpose as the commission explores the
* Has jurisdiction to operate within a limited geographical best way to move forward.
boundary
* |Is created by general law, special act, local ordinance, or by One option is the creation of a
rule of the governor and cabinet Special Dependent District for

Escambia County Area Transit
Authority, making mass transit
a subdivision of the county. The
commission would continue to act
By law, a special district has to have atleast one of five characteristics. ERUWENEISHT N Te L Te Beolole[{e A I3 1H
The proposed Special Dependent District for Escambia County Area BRALeULLeRCLTAVA =RV 1) Ko TR {U{T{

Transit Authority will have three: employees of ECAT access to
county benefits.

Dependent Special Districts

* Its governing body members are identical to the governing

body members of a single county. As a “dependent” district type, any
« Its budget requires approval through an affrmative vote by the AUV ARCIEE L SEE SRS
governing body of a single county. Area Transit Authority Special
* Its budget can be vetoed by the governing body of a single District .
county. and the Escambia
County Commission would have
complete oversight, including
Local Examples of Special Districts [ G
Dependeni Special District - SRIA Independent Special District - ECUA
Under the Escambia County Commission * Not under the Escambia County Commission
e Commission approves budget e Commission DOES NOT approve budget and has no
* Has a separate board, but a majority are authority over the organization
appointed by the commission * Boardis elected by the citizens of Escambia County
e Cannot levy taxes * Ability to levy taxes

Some Advantages of Special Districts

* Special districts maintain the financial integrity of the special district by limiting its
liability to civil lawsuits and providing state assistance in the event of a financial
emergency.

» Special districts recruit qualified employees by offering governmental employment
benefits and incentives, such as participation in the Florida Retirement System.

» Special districts ensure accountability of public resources, since special districts are
held to the same high standards as municipalities and counties.
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