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AGENDA 
Escambia County Board of Electrical Examiners  
Regular Meeting - December 16, 2025 - 9:00 AM 

Escambia County Central Office Complex 
3363 West Park Place, Room 112 

 

 

    
1. Call to Order. 
    
2. Determination of Quorum. 
    
3. Proof of Publication. 
    
4. Approval of Minutes. 
  I. BOEE Minutes - NOVEMBER 18, 2025 
    

 

    
5. Public Forum. 
    
6. Contractor Applications: 
  I. MATTHEW BRAKE - Application for Reciprocity - Master Electrician 
    

 

    
7. Adjournment. 
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BOARD OF ELECTRICAL EXAMINERS 

 

 

Proceedings held before the Escambia County Board of 

Electrical Examiners on Tuesday, November 18th, 2025, at 

the Escambia County Central Office Complex, 3363 West Park 
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before Candace Flippo, Court Reporter and Notary Public. 
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    P R O C E E D I N G S 

MR. SIMMONS:  Okay.  Call to order.  I'd like to

call to order today's meeting of the Escambia County

Board of Electrical Examiners.  In attendance are

myself, James Simmons, Tom McElhany, and Mr. Johnny

Scapin.  We have a quorum.  

Pledge of Allegiance.  

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited) 

MS. HAMPTON:  You guys are inconsistent.

MR. SIMMONS:  It's been a minute.  At least

we're catching up.  I remember from Boy Scouts.  

Okay.  Proof of publication?

MS. HAMPTON:  Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman.  It was

published on November 13th, 2025, in the Pensacola

News Journal.

MR. SIMMONS:  Approval of minutes?

MS. HAMPTON:  I'll bring those up.

(Whereupon, Mr. Hawkins entered the meeting) 

MS. HAMPTON:  If you could just add it to the

record that Mr. Hawkins has joined us.

MR. HAWKINS:  Morning.  

MR. SIMMONS:  Mr. Hawkins has joined our

meeting.

MR. SCAPIN:  At his regular time.
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MR. HAWKINS:  Actually, I'm early today by three

minutes, sir.  

MR. MCELHANY:  And he's handicapped, give him a

break.

MR. SCAPIN:  You mean twelve minutes.

MR. HAWKINS:  At least I show up.  

MR. SCAPIN:  You don't get a trophy.

MS. HAMPTON:  We put that in the record.

MR. HAWKINS:  The trophy?  

MR. SCAPIN:  Talking about Johnny, he ain't

here.  Run that by me.  Okay, okay.

MR. HAWKINS:  That's what happens when you don't

show up.

MR. MCELHANY:  Congratulations.

MR. HAWKINS:  Some things never change.

MR. SCAPIN:  That's the first time I've missed

in -- 

MR. HAWKINS:  Over fifty years, at least.

MS. HAMPTON:  All right.  That's the minutes,

y'all.

MR. HAWKINS:  Okay.

MR. SCAPIN:  I make the motion to approve the

minutes.

MR. HAWKINS:  Second.  

MR. SIMMONS:  We have a motion and a second.
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All in favor?  

MR. HAWKINS:  Aye.  

MR. SCAPIN:  Aye.

MR. MCELHANY:  Aye.

MR. SIMMONS:  Aye.

Public forum?

MS. HAMPTON:  I don't believe we have anybody

present except for the applicant that's on the

agenda.

MR. SIMMONS:  Contractor applications?

MR. MORENO:  Thank you.  Good morning, Board

Members.  

Our first -- or only applicant to appear before

you today is Mr. Kenneth Stevens.  

Mr. Stevens, if you will please come to the

podium, state your name and address for the record.

MR. STEVENS:  Hello.  My name is Ken Stevens.

My -- I reside at 5467 Education Drive.

MS. HAMPTON:  Can y'all hear him?

MR. MORENO:  I'll turn the mic on for you.

MS. HAMPTON:  There you go.  

MR. STEVENS:  Hello.  My name is Kenneth

Stevens.  I reside at 5467 Pace Education Drive in

Milton.  I've resided there since 2002.

MR. MORENO:  Board Members, Mr. Stevens appears
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before you today requesting to reciprocate his

electrical license from Santa Rosa County.  He's held

this license since November 13th, 2013, to the

present, totaling two years and five days.

MS. HAMPTON:  '23.  You said 2013.  

MR. MORENO:  Of 2023, forgive me.  

Outside of that experience, he has provided

additional experience as an IT director for Santa

Rosa County Clerk of Courts from 2001 to 2019.  He's

also provided additional educational experience with

a master's degree in information systems, bachelor's

degree in information systems, certificate of

fundamentals of Cisco router configuration, and the

Novel Education 4.11 Administration.  Because this is

a reciprocity, we will defer to the Board for a

decision to allow this reciprocity or deny it.

MR. SIMMONS:  Can you remind the experience

requirement?

MS. HAMPTON:  Yes, sir.  So the experience

requirement is four years.  Mr. Stevens was made

aware that whenever we were vetting his application,

that in our review, he did not meet that requirement;

however, Mr. Stevens requested to complete his case

before this Board.  

MR. MCELHANY:  You want to complete your case,
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then?

MR. STEVENS:  I know that I am a couple of years

earlier asking permission to work in Escambia County,

but I do feel that I am qualified to meet those

goals.  And the -- per the codes that are up to date

that are in place by the state of Florida, and also

tailor-made to each county within the state of

Florida.  I have been abiding by those codes.  And I

am an associate with Home Depot, that -- with a Home

Depot Pro Team, that has performed electrical

projects within Santa Rosa County.  And I would

appreciate to work in Escambia County.  

I do own my own property in Milton and Pace,

Florida area.  I also own land in Escambia County.

And I am licensed and insured with up to

approximately $1 million policy.  I can continue

with -- but I think I've got a limit of what I can

say here.  

MR. MCELHANY:  Well, personally, I'm sorry that

you went through all of this, but I don't see the

possibility of approving this.  You know, IT

technology is definitely a lot to it, but we have to

protect the citizens of this county, you know, and

make sure the people are experienced in what they are

doing and that's the reason for the four years of
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experience.  

MR. STEVENS:  And I could further the electrical

experience that I have in the past forty years that

I've worked in the electronic arena.  

MR. MCELHANY:  Well, that wouldn't enter into

this application, unless you could get an employer to

say that, you know, on a notarized sheet, of your

experience that all those things that you were doing

electrically and that that employer was licensed to

do those electrical things.  You know, and your form,

it's just -- a lot leaves to be desired on explaining

what you have been doing for the past two years even.

So, you know, I would suggest, you know, sticking to

it for two more years and coming back with a whole

lot more explanation and then it would fly right

through.  That's my opinion.  

MR. SIMMONS:  Ms. Jennifer, regarding the four

years, isn't there some additional caveat, four in

the last six or something like that?  

MS. HAMPTON:  So what I'll do is bring up our

muni code in relation to the requirements on that.

Different jurisdictions have different requirements,

and the state has different requirements.  But I can

visually show you what our requirements are.  And

then, also, within our application, there is -- you
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have to check which box you meet because we have the

apprenticeship program.  We have different programs

that you can complete that would also qualify you, so

many hours of certain things.  

MR. SCAPIN:  Mr. Stevens, have you gone through

any kind of apprenticeship program?

MR. STEVENS:  In the electrical field, I've only

taken the test at Pensacola State College in Milton

campus for the masters license.  I also completed the

Florida Business and Law exam.  And I've had various

experiences in technology, as far as designing power

supplies, also working with the military in west

Germany, as far as rectifying their generators.  I

don't want to really get into all of that.  

But I have been in the electrical arena of my

career for forty years.  I do know how electrons flow

through the media.  I do know the different types of

media and their conductivity.  I have since learned

in the last two years about honing in on the

electrical side of the electronics.  I admit there

was items that I did not practice every day in that

forty-year career, but I have been aware of now that

there are all certain codes.  And these codes are

massive, but I've mastered the technique and learning

how to look for these codes and their definitions and
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what to follow when I approach a particular job in

question.  

And these jobs are unique in nature.  They

basically vary from residential, commercial, which I

am licensed to perform these duties in.  In those

specific areas, commercial and residential, I know

there are issues that have to be addressed.  When

you're approaching a residence that has, for example,

swimming pools, they're going to have different

requirements for your electrical outlet

installations.

MS. HAMPTON:  So on your screen before you is

the requirement for application with this Board.

Reciprocity is treated the same as if they were going

for examination.  They must meet these requirements.

They are to turn in their application.  They have to

have at least four years related working experience

in the construction trade satisfactory to the Board,

so that means you have to approve it.  

The proof shall consist of one of these -- a

combination of these things, which would be the

apprenticeship program, an employer certifying four

years of experience, a master electrician or

electrical contractor's license and four years

working experience, or a degree in electrical
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engineering or electrical technology and two years of

experience.  Along with that, they have to pay a fee

and they have two references, so -- 

MR. HAWKINS:  I think I see where your degree is

in information systems?

MR. STEVENS:  Yes, sir.  

MR. HAWKINS:  What would it take for you to go

back and finish the -- and actually get a degree in

the electrical field?

MR. STEVENS:  I didn't catch the last part of

that question.

MR. HAWKINS:  Would it be to your advantage to

go back and try to get the degree in the electrical

engineering or electrical technology field, ensuring

that two years up, the actual two years of experience

that you need?  

MR. MCELHANY:  He would still need two years

experience in that field.

MR. HAWKINS:  Because with that, you only have

to have two years of experience, which you have.

MR. STEVENS:  Yeah.  When I first started my

education in this field, it was in 1977.  And I went

to a school called Tampa Technical Institute, and I

have received an AA degree in that, in the

electronic/computer systems; and then, basically,
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that's where I've gotten my experience also.  And

throughout the years --

MR. HAWKINS:  I was just trying to just reach in

the air to see if there is anything here that, from

the Board's standpoint, we could be able to assist

you.  And my thought was, if it's not too much, maybe

with the existing degree that you had, you could go

and take some additional courses maybe for a year and

come up with the degree that you need in the

electrical technology field, and that could help you

with -- so you could shorten up your time is what I'm

trying to say.

MR. STEVENS:  I understand.

MR. SCAPIN:  Mr. Chairman, I'm going to have to

agree with Mr. McElhany on the two years experience.

It's not quite -- he needs two more years.  

MR. SIMMONS:  Yeah.  The ordinance seems to

reflect electrical engineering degree and two years

of work experience, or four years of notarized

experience.  So, a double E degree or someone to, you

know, get some additional reference for work

experience, because we are just shy of two years.  Is

my math right?

MS. HAMPTON:  That's correct.

MR. MORENO:  Just over.  
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MR. SIMMONS:  Mr. Stevens, is there, you know --

it looks like we have information from 2001 to 2019,

and then there's a gap.  Is there some work

experience authorization that we can get to fill in

some of that gap to show four years?  

MR. STEVENS:  From -- are you referring to the

end of 2019 --

MR. SIMMONS:  -- yes, sir.  

MR. STEVENS:  -- up to date?  

Well, the last two years I have been in

business, but those years in between in question, I

retired and I basically wanted to start something

with my life again and company.  I thought about what

could I do, and I decided to enter the electrical

field.  

MR. SIMMONS:  Yes, sir.  That's fair.  

Do we have a motion?  

MR. MCELHANY:  I'm going to make a motion we

decline his application for the reciprocity.  

MR. HAWKINS:  Reciprocity.  

MR. SIMMONS:  We have a motion.  Do we have a

second?

MR. SCAPIN:  Second.  

MR. SIMMONS:  All in favor?  

MR. HAWKINS:  Aye.  
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MR. SCAPIN:  Aye.

MR. MCELHANY:  Aye.

MR. SIMMONS:  Aye.  

MR. SCAPIN:  Good luck to you, sir.

MR. STEVENS:  Okay.  Thank you.  

MS. HAMPTON:  Mr. Stevens, if you happen to get

additional documentation on experience, please bring

it back to us, or continue working and then we can

definitely go through this process.  

MR. STEVENS:  Sure.  I can do that.  Appreciate

the opportunity.  

MS. HAMPTON:  Yes, sir.  

MR. SIMMONS:  Ms. Jennifer, I have a question.

There was some discussion last meeting about

restrictions on the Santa Rosa County ER license

regarding being residential only, or something to

that effect.

MS. HAMPTON:  Right.  

MR. SIMMONS:  Did we ever get any clarification

on that?  

MS. HAMPTON:  I did not.  I can't find anything

within their -- 

MR. MCELHANY:  I talked to somebody, another

contractor.  He said that's got to be -- he had to

have only had a residential only state license.
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MS. HAMPTON:  Yeah, it's state license.  

MR. MCELHANY:  Yeah.

MS. HAMPTON:  And they do break that down there

within the state.  I don't see anything from that

jurisdiction that breaks it down.  We do not break it

down.  

MR. MCELHANY:  No.

MS. HAMPTON:  We have a one and done kind of

thing, unless you going low voltage, alarm, those,

like, little categories, master electrician, either

or.  

MR. MCELHANY:  But the man last month, his

employer should have explained it better to him -- 

MS. HAMPTON:  Correct.

MR. MCELHANY:  -- when he told him that, for him

to come out saying things to people.  

MR. SIMMONS:  We being such close neighbors, it

would be nice to see more consistency, of course.  

MR. MCELHANY:  What do you mean?  

MR. SIMMONS:  Well, even the work experience -- 

MR. MCELHANY:  Well, even Escambia County, you

can get a state residential only license, can't you?

MS. HAMPTON:  No.  We don't have a residential

electrician's license.  

MR. MCELHANY:  I mean, if you get -- how did he
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get his; through the state, or, I mean --

MS. HAMPTON:  I would have to dig deeper into

what he actually did and how he applied and who he

applied to, to find out but -- 

MR. HAWKINS:  So in other words, he could have

reciprocity from someone else to go to Santa Rosa and

still --

MS. HAMPTON:  He could have, yeah.  I would have

to go down that rabbit hole and find out.  I know

here, we don't have that.  

MR. MCELHANY:  Okay.

MS. HAMPTON:  And we just had a license -- a

request for a license yesterday that we don't have

that license type.  They were going to have to go

through the state, and it had to do with pools.  But

if we don't have it, we can't necessarily honor it

from another jurisdiction.  

MR. MCELHANY:  Even if it's an EC license or

something?

MS. HAMPTON:  If it's an EC, that's a state

certified, we would have to.  

MR. MCELHANY:  Well, the residential license, is

it an EC or an ERC?

MS. HAMPTON:  The gentleman that came in here

before, it was a registered license.  It was not a

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 17 of 41



    17

state certified license, because he wouldn't have

come in here at all.  We would have just registered

him with us.  

MR. MCELHANY:  Well, we are getting too far out

of there.  On his application, I wonder what his

experience verification said about his employer, what

his license number was from his past employer.

MS. HAMPTON:  If I'm not mistaken, his past

employer was an ER, which means master electrician

registered.  

MR. MCELHANY:  Right.  Okay.  So, that's -- we

don't have the right information there or something.

MS. HAMPTON:  Yeah.  I would never want to say

that, but I think maybe there was some confusion with

it.

Yes, sir?

MR. SCAPIN:  Who is the newbie?

MS. HAMPTON:  Oh, Bobby.  This is Bobby

Whitmire.  He normally comes in and sits with our

Contractor Competency Board.  Bobby's background is

in structural.  He came to the county a few years

back, and has made his way up the ranks.  And he is

now a chief of building.  So I told him that he

should come sit in with this board just to see how it

goes.  

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 18 of 41



    18

It's vastly different how Contractor Competency

Board is.  Y'all are a little bit more laid back.

More strict, but it is a more laid back board.  And

so I told him that he should come sit in here and

that's because Mr. Eddy just decided to show up

whenever he wanted.  

UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  I was missing you at

your desk.  I wonder where she sent to.

MS. HAMPTON:  You just forgot, huh?  

MR. SCAPIN:  I was real surprised to see

Mr. Eddy.  

MR. MCELHANY:  I didn't even recognize him.  

UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Oh, man.  Now,

Johnny, you ought to not throw me under the bus.  

MR. HAWKINS:  He throws everybody under the bus

except himself.

MS. HAMPTON:  But, yes, Bobby is not necessarily

new to the chief position.  He's been doing it for a

while, but I have been dragging him to different

things so he can experience it.  

MR. SCAPIN:  Good deal.

MS. HAMPTON:  Well, happy Thanksgiving to all of

you.  

MR. MCELHANY:  You, too.  

MR. SIMMONS:  Same.  
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MR. SCAPIN:  Make a motion to adjourn.  

MR. SIMMONS:  We have a motion.  

MR. MCELHANY:  Second.  

MR. HAWKINS:  Second.

MR. SIMMONS:  All in favor?

MR. MCELHANY:  Aye.

MR. HAWKINS:  Aye.

MR. SCAPIN:  Oh, you woke up.  That's good.  

MR. SIMMONS:  Aye. 

(Whereupon, the meeting was concluded) 
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF ESCAMBIA 

 

I, CANDACE FLIPPO, Court Reporter and Notary 

Public, certify that I was authorized to and did 

transcribe the foregoing proceedings, pages 1 through 19, 

and that the transcript is a true and complete record of 

my stenographic notes.   

I further certify that I am not a relative, 

employee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor 

am I a relative or employee of any of the parties' 

attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am I 

financially interested in the action.  Dated this 9th day 

of December, 2025. 

 

 

 

                       Candace Flippo 
                       CANDACE FLIPPO 
                       Court Reporter and Notary Public 
                       Commission No: HH329122 
                       Expiration Date: November 3rd, 2026  
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ESCAMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
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ITEM TYPE: Technical/Public Service 
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LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS/SIGN-OFF:  
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IMPLEMENTATION/COORDINATION:  

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. APPLICATION FOR RECIPROCITY_Redacted. 
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